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INTRODUCTION

The Progressive Donor Guide is designed to inform 
you about the most important races in Washington 
and help you invest your campaign contributions as 
effectively as possible. Our goal is to help you support 
good progressives in the closest races where your 
contributions can make the biggest impact.

Our Donor Guide highlights our picks for the most 
important campaigns in Washington to support before 
the general election.

We give our candidates one of two recommendations: 
Must Give or Strongly Recommend. The Must Give 
and Strongly Recommend labels represent the best 
progressives in the tightest races - our top priority 
targets. 

Our recommendations are focused on the candidates 
in tough races that need your help to win. That 
doesn’t mean you shouldn’t contribute to good 
progressives who aren’t on our list. There are many 
reasons to support and reward good leaders who 
don’t have the most difficult races, including to 
cultivate relationships with them. Everyone but those 
in the safest districts has to run a real campaign this 
year. If they don’t have a competitive race, they are 
probably “surplusing” funds to their caucus campaign 
committee to support the members who do have 
tough races, which is critical to winning those races 
and helps build their influence in the caucus.

YOUR PROGRESSIVE 
DONOR GUIDE
2024 General Election

Contact

If you have any questions about these 
races, or any races in Washington, please 
feel free to contact Aaron Ostrom:

Aaron Ostrom
206 - 498 - 2620
aaron@fusewashington.org
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POLITICAL LANDSCAPE
2024 is another crucial year for the future of our state 
and our country. The enthusiasm generated by having 
Kamala Harris at the top of the ticket is a boost for the 
whole ballot, and we are optimistic that we can win in 
Washington and do our part to help save the country 
with smart strategy and strong work.

The only thing we know for sure about the Presidential 
race is that it’s likely to be terrifyingly close. The 
electoral college is a tough crowd. Compounding 
the problem, the odds of defending the U.S. Senate 
are not good. Democrats must defend 23 of the 33 
Senate seats that are up this year and must win at 
least 22 to maintain control. Two of their seats are in 
states that Trump won by more than 20 points in 2020 
(Montana and West Virginia) and one is in a state he 
won by over 8 points (Ohio). 

The risks in the Presidential race and the challenges 
with the Senate make it imperative that we flip the 
U.S. House. The good news is that there’s a good 
chance Democrats can pull that off. The current 
balance in the U.S. House is 222 Republicans and 213 
Democrats, including four Republican vacancies that 

have narrowed the margin. Democrats need a net 
gain of five seats to reclaim the House. 

If you want to reclaim the House, defending 
Representative Marie Gluesenkamp Perez’s seat in 
the 3rd Congressional District (CD) is a great place 
to start. The 3rd CD in southwest Washington is a 
+5 Republican district, but Rep. Marie Gluesenkamp 
Perez upset MAGA Republican Joe Kent by 2,500 
votes in 2022 with a big boost from Fuse. Joe Kent 
is a special forces veteran version of Marjorie Taylor 
Greene, with aspirations for a national abortion ban. 
This race is a top priority for reclaiming the House and 
we owe it to the country to keep Joe Kent out  
of Congress.

If you are looking for ways to impact the national 
landscape outside of Washington, our Battleground 
States Fund is a strong option. We’ve already 
directed more than $800,000 to a very compelling set 
of investments in the most important battleground 
states that will help flip the House, hold the Senate, 
and win the presidency. If you’d like to learn more 
about our investment strategy or make 
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a contribution to the fund, please email Serena 
Carmona-Hester (serena@fusewashington.org) or  
Aaron Ostrom (aaron@fusewashington.org).

INITIATIVES: DEFENDING PROGRESS

Republican mega donor Brian Heywood has teamed 
up with the chair of the state Republican Party to put 
three destructive initiatives on the November ballot 
that would repeal the biggest progressive legislative 
wins of recent years: the capital gains tax, the Climate 
Commitment Act, and Washington’s pioneering long 
term care program. The Building Industry Association 
of Washington added in an initiative aimed at 
blocking efforts to transition away from natural gas. 
The campaigns against these initiatives will be the 
biggest and highest profile campaigns in Washington 
this year and are the progressive community’s highest 
priority.

STATE LEGISLATURE: DEFENDING AND 
EXPANDING PROGRESSIVE MAJORITIES IN THE 
HOUSE AND SENATE

We currently have a strong Democratic majority in 
the state House (58-40) and respectable margin in 
the Senate (29-20). But we don’t have a progressive 
governing majority in the Senate on the toughest 
issues or on some critical committees. It will be 
challenging to make real progress on issues like 
housing and tax reform unless we pick up another 
progressive vote in the state Senate. 

The good news here is that the primary results were 
very encouraging for state legislative races as well 
as the statewide executive offices. Progressives are 
generally on offense, with good opportunities to pick 
up several more seats in the state Senate and  
state House.

U.S. District Court Judge Robert Lasnik threw a serious 
curve ball into Washington’s legislative district lineup 
last spring when he ruled that the 15th legislative 
district violated the Voting Rights Act by diluting the 
ability of Latino voters to elect their candidates of 
choice. The newly-redrawn, and newly-renamed 14th 
LD should become a Democratic district, although 
there are no guarantees this fall. It’s 7-8% more 
Democratic and contains 2% more BIPOC voters than 
before. The new maps also make the 17th LD district 
in Clark County marginally more Democratic, making 
it more competitive for Democrats. Although the 5th 

LD (Issaquah area) is now 2% more Republican, that 
district has become relatively safer for Democrats in 
recent years and can handle the hit. The new map 
makes the 14th a top target for Democrats, who 
haven’t won a seat in the Legislature east of the 
Cascades — other than Spokane’s 3rd District — in 
more than a decade.

Our job this year is to defend our governing majorities 
in the state House and Senate, and hopefully pick 
up a few more seats to expand our progressive 
majorities. We need to defend the seats we’ve 
flipped in recent years and take advantage of the 
opportunities to pick up new seats with the recent 
redistricting ruling.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT: MAJOR IMPACTS IN 
PIERCE AND SPOKANE COUNTIES

There are outstanding opportunities to make 
an impact at the local level this year in two of 
Washington's biggest and fastest growing counties: 
Pierce and Spokane counties. There’s also an outside 
chance to flip the Clark County Council. Flipping 
control of county governments has huge benefits 
for the full range of critical issues, including climate 
pollution, public health, land use and growth 
management, public safety and criminal justice 
reform, workers rights, and investments in childcare, 
human services, housing, and public transit. 

TOP RACES

It’s always a challenge to narrow the field of 
interesting and important races to a reasonable 
number of “top races” for contributions. In addition 
to the regressive “Backwards Washington” initiatives 
and defending Marie Gluesenkamp Perez in the 3rd 
CD, there are some crucial local races, a large pool 
of similarly-positioned battleground legislative races, 
and quite a few new candidates and/or modified 
legislative districts. 

The criteria we use to screen races for our 
recommendations are: 1) Prioritize opportunities to 
change the balance of power, 2) Defend the most 
vulnerable progressive incumbents, 2) Capitalize 
on pickup opportunities, and 3) Support strong 
candidates of color and women.
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MUST GIVE

MARIE GLUESENKAMP PEREZ 
FOR CONGRESS

Defending Rep. Marie 
Gluesenkamp Perez in the 3rd 
CD is critical to flipping the U.S. 
House to Democratic control. 
Gluesenkamp Perez defeated 
MAGA champion Joe Kent by 
2,500 votes in 2022 and will face 

him again this year in a Republican district where we 
can’t take anything for granted. This will be a tough 
race, and we are strongly encouraging investment 
in Rep. Gluesenkamp Perez’s race as well as our 
independent expenditure backing her.

Why

This race is a top priority for reclaiming the House 
and we owe it to the country to keep Joe Kent out of 
Congress.

MARIE FOR CONGRESS
PO Box 1164
Washougal, WA 98671
secure.actblue.com/donate

CD3 - Vancouver, southwest Washington
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DEFEND WASHINGTON 
VOTE NO ON I-2109, I-2117, I-2124, AND I-2066

Republican mega donor Brian 
Heywood and his friends have put 
four deceptive and dangerous 
initiatives on the November ballot. 
Together, these initiatives will 
undo a decade of progress and cut 

taxes for big corporations and the wealthy, shifting 
the bill to middle and lower-income families:

• I-2109 would repeal Washington state’s limited 
capital gains excise tax, slashing over $2.2 billion 
from public education, childcare, and early learning 
in the next 5 years. It will give a tax cut to fewer than 
4,000 of the wealthiest Washingtonians, unfairly 
shifting the bill to middle-class families.

• I-2117 is a poorly written and purposely misleading 
initiative with tremendous costs. Intended to repeal 
the Climate Commitment Act and end Washington’s 
program to make polluters pay, it would strip billions 
from Washington's transportation system and 
jeopardize efforts to fix roads and bridges; threaten 
our clean water, allow more toxic air pollution and 
wildfires, and result in more kids and adults with 
asthma and illness.

• I-2124 will hurt women and increase our costs and 
medical debt by eliminating Washington’s long-
term care insurance program for 3.9 million working 
Washingtonians. Eliminating these benefits will cause 
more people, mostly women, to leave their jobs to 
provide unpaid care, and will increase our out of 
pocket costs and throw us back into the expensive 
private insurance market. 

• I-2066 would attack energy efficiency by repealing 
common sense protections aimed at increasing 
energy efficiency and promoting the transition to 
clean energy – leaving us with higher energy costs 
and making our communities more vulnerable during 
storms, wildfires, and deadly heat waves. It is part of 
a nationwide scheme by well-funded interest groups 
who want to stop the transition to clean energy.

Why

The campaign for all four initiatives is driven by 
millionaire hedge fund manager Brian Heywood. He 
wants to roll back Washington’s progress and give 
Washington’s wealthiest a massive tax cut at the 
expense of hard-working Washington families.

There are individual campaigns against each of 
the initiatives, and Defend Washington is the 
coordinated campaign against the entire slate. 
Defend Washington is driving up the base “no” vote 
for all four initiatives to create a firewall of opposition 
and coordinating across the four No campaigns to 
increase efficiency and impact.

DEFEND WASHINGTON
PO Box 21961
Seattle, WA 98111
www.secure.anedot.com/defend-washington/
donate

MUST GIVE
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RYAN MELLO 
FOR PIERCE COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

After finally flipping the Pierce 
County Council in 2020, we now 
have a real chance to reclaim the 
county executive’s office as well. 
The incumbent Pierce County 
Executive, Republican Bruce 
Dammeier, is term-limited out. 

Progressive Democrat Ryan Mello would make history 
as the second openly gay county executive in the 
country. Currently serving as the chair of the Pierce 
County Council, Mello has impressive experience in 
local government as well as a strong track record of 
leadership on environmental, housing, and transit 
issues. His opponent is Republican Kelly Chambers, 
a right-wing state representative from the 25th 
legislative district (Puyallup).

Why

Local governments are where the rubber meets the 
road for many important issues. Pierce County is 
Washington’s second most populous and one of its 
fastest growing counties. This race gives us a chance 
to flip the Pierce County government to Democratic 
control for the first time in nearly a decade. Dollar 
for dollar, this race offers one of your best chances 
this year to make real impacts with your campaign 
contributions.

Fuse is organizing a substantial Independent 
Expenditure in Pierce County. Please 
contact Aaron Ostrom at 206-498-2620 or 
aaron@fusewashington.org if you are motivated to 
pitch in on our efforts.

FRIENDS OF RYAN MELLO 
PO Box 364 
Tacoma, WA 98401 
www.ryanmello.com/donate

MOLLY MARSHALL 
FOR SPOKANE COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 5

Spokane County is controlled by 
a five-member county commission 
and doesn’t have a county 
executive. Republicans won 
the District 5 swing seat on the 
newly chartered and redistricted 
commission by 1,507 votes in 

2022. That seat is up again this year and we have 
a great opportunity to flip control of the county 
government to Democrats. 

Republican incumbent Al French is a longtime right-
wing commissioner known as a pawn for conservative 
developers. We have a great opportunity to replace 
him by electing Democrat and Air Force veteran Molly 
Marshall this fall.

Why

Spokane County has been controlled by Republicans 
for at least 20 years. Winning this race would 
advance issues like criminal justice reform, workers 
rights, reducing climate pollution, and investments 
in childcare, human services, housing, and 
transportation. Dollar for dollar, this race offers one of 
your best chances this year to make real impacts with 
your campaign contributions.

Fuse is organizing a substantial Independent 
Expenditure in this race. Please contact Aaron Ostrom 
at 206-498-2620 or aaron@fusewashington.org  if you 
are motivated to pitch in on our efforts to win this 
race.

VOTE MOLLY MARSHALL
PO Box 48505 
Spokane, WA 99228
secure.actblue.com/donate/vote-molly-marshall

MUST GIVE
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In March, a federal court redrew 
the political map in Yakima Valley, 
creating a new Democrat-friendly 
14th legislative district. The new 
map is 7-8% more Democratic and 
includes 2% more BIPOC voters, 
creating a great opportunity for 

Democrats to pick up another seat in the state Senate. 

Maria Beltran is the former Deputy Director at the 
House Democratic Campaign Committee. She is 
running to unseat Republican incumbent state Senator 
Curtis King. Beltran was born and raised in Yakima, 
is the daughter of immigrant agricultural workers, 
and served as the youngest-ever Board President of 
OneAmerica. Beltran’s experience spans all levels 
of government with a blend of policy and campaign 
experience, including stints working for U.S. Rep. Kim 
Schrier and State Rep. Debra Entenman. Beltran’s 
priorities are lowering costs for working people, 
housing affordability, and championing progressive 
tax reform.

Why

Picking up another seat in the state Senate would 
do wonders for our ability to make stronger progress 
on issues like housing, tax reform, racial justice, and 
climate change in Washington. As a majority Latino 
district with low voter registration numbers, winning in 
the new 14th will require turning out more infrequent 
voters than any other battleground LD.

FRIENDS OF MARIA BELTRAN
PO Box 2011 
Yakima, WA 98907
secure.actblue.com/donate/mariabeltran

MUST GIVE

LD 14 - Includes Pasco and eastern Yakima County

MARIA BELTRAN 
FOR STATE SENATE
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DEFEND CD3 
INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE CAMPAIGN
The future of our democracy depends on defending 
Rep. Marie Gluesenkamp Perez’s seat in the 3rd 
Congressional District. She can’t do this on her own 
- her campaign needs outside help to win. Fuse is 
organizing an ambitious independent expenditure 
campaign to defend the 3rd CD. Independent 
expenditures cannot be coordinated with the 
candidate and are not subject to contribution limits.

Our plan to defend the 3rd CD emphasizes:

• Strong turnout among infrequent progressive voters 
is essential to our success. Our comprehensive Get 
Out The Vote program includes extensive campus-
based organizing; targeted community-based 
organizing; and phone and mail programs.

• A cutting edge and highly-targeted digital video 
campaign that reaches swing voters with the 
messages and messenger they need to hear to make 
the right decision in this race. Our research shows 
that swing voters move away from Kent when they 
learn about his political extremism and support for 
a national abortion ban. Positive messages about 
Gluesenkamp Perez’s work to lower prescription drug 
costs, expand educational opportunities, and defend 
reproductive freedom are also persuasive.

• Our digital ad campaign started with an emphasis on 
increasing Gluesenkamp Perez’s positives with swing 
voters to inoculate her against the flood of attack 
ads coming her way. Now we are focused on Kent’s 
biggest vulnerabilities: that he supports banning 
abortion and prioritizes extremist partisan nonsense 
over the real challenges facing working people.

Why

Winning this race is critical to flipping the U.S. House 
and ensures we keep MAGA extremist Joe Kent out of 
Congress so we can protect our democracy, women's 
rights, our planet, and much more. Gluesenkamp 
Perez needs outside help to overcome a flood of 
conservative attacks and a complex political climate in 
a Republican district.

Please contact Aaron Ostrom at 206-498-2620 or  
aaron@fusewashington.org if you are motivated 
to pitch in on our efforts to win this congressional 
race. It is funded through our federal independent 
expenditure PAC:

TOGETHER FOR PROGRESS
PO Box 4897
Seattle, WA 98194
fusewashington.actionkit.com/donate/
togetherforprogress_2024/

MUST GIVE

08Fuse Washington  ·  Together for Progress

P
ro

g
re

ss
iv

e
 D

o
n

o
r 

G
u

id
e

 •
 2

0
2

4
 G

e
n

e
ra

l 
E

le
ct

io
n

mailto:aaron%40fusewashington.org?subject=
https://fusewashington.actionkit.com/donate/togetherforprogress_2024/ 
https://fusewashington.actionkit.com/donate/togetherforprogress_2024/ 


STRONGLY 
RECOMMEND

JANET ST. CLAIR 
FOR STATE SENATE

Island County Commissioner Janet 
St. Clair is challenging Republican 
incumbent Ron Muzall. The 10th 
is a conservative-leaning swing 
district but St. Clair is a perfect 
fit for the district, and Muzzall’s 
weak performance in the primary 

shows St. Clair has a real opportunity to flip this crucial 
state Senate seat. St. Clair has a broad constituency 
across the district and was the Executive Director of 
the environmental nonprofit Sound Water Stewards 
of Island County, served on the County Health Board, 
and has been an Island County Commissioner for the 
last five years. St. Clair’s priorities are to lower costs 
for working families, protect clean air and water, and 
defend reproductive rights.

Why

Picking up another seat in the state Senate would 
do wonders for our ability to make stronger progress 
on issues like housing, tax reform, racial justice, and 
climate change in Washington.

FRIENDS OF JANET ST. CLAIR
370 N East Camano Dr. #11
Camano Island, WA 98282
secure.ngpvan.com

LD 10 - Island County, southwest Skagit County, and northwest Snohomish County
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MARLA KEETHLER 
FOR STATE SENATE

Special education teacher Marla 
Keethler is running for the open 
Senate seat in the 17th legislative 
district against incumbent GOP 
Rep. Paul Harris. The new 14th 
LD map in central Washington 
makes the 17th legislative district 
in Clark County marginally more 

Democratic, and Keethler’s near tie in the primary 
with her opponent demonstrates it is possible for 
Democrats to compete in this district for the first time 
in many years.

Why

This could be a great opportunity to pick up another 
seat in the state Senate.

MARLA FOR SENATE (D)
PO Box 2104
White Salmon, WA 98672
www.secure.ngpvan.com/WPYZ-
7ZDDUWo3Vkhlk3Vvg2

ADISON RICHARDS 
FOR STATE HOUSE

Republican Rep. Spencer Hutchins 
is stepping down after one term. 
Democrat and lawyer Adison 
Richards is running for this seat 
again after losing to Rep. Hutchins 
by less than 1% in 2022. His 
opponent is Jesse Young, a former 
state representative and far-right 

MAGA Republican who repeatedly introduced the 
most hardline anti-abortion legislation in his time in 
the Legislature and was also repeatedly sanctioned for 
mistreating his legislative staff. Richards is running to 
lower the cost of living for working families, address 
the homelessness crisis, and protect reproductive 
freedoms.

Why

Winning this seat would help maintain a progressive 
majority in the state House, and keep a leading MAGA 
abortion ban supporter out of the Legislature. 

FRIENDS OF ADISON RICHARDS
PO Box 525
Gig Harbor, WA 98335
secure.actblue.com/donate/friends-of-adison-richards

STRONGLY RECOMMEND 

LD 26 - South Kitsap County and northwest Pierce County

LD 17 - Eastern Vancouver and southwest Clark County
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STRONGLY RECOMMEND 

SAL MUNGIA 
FOR STATE SUPREME COURT POS. 2

Sal Mungia is a progressive, highly 
respected, and accomplished 
attorney running for the open 
Position 2 seat on the Washington 
State Supreme Court. The rare 
open seat was vacated by Justice 
Susan Owens, who has to retire 
this year because she turned 75 in 

August. His opponent is an anti-abortion Republican. 
Supreme Court races are tough to fundraise for, and 
candidates struggle to generate the funds needed 
to reach voters. An unusual name is a disadvantage. 
Mungia didn’t perform as well in the primary as we’d 
hoped, earning only 43% of the vote. The vote share 
amassed by right-leaning candidates in the primary 
was 52.75%.

Why

In a low information, nonpartisan State Supreme 
Court race, voters struggle to decide who to vote for. 
Mungia needs significant funds to get his message 
out to a statewide electorate. This race is a great 
opportunity to support a progressive, pro-choice 
candidate and keep an anti-abortion conservative off 
of Washington’s highest judicial bench.

SAL MUNGIA FOR JUSTICE
PO Box 21961
Seattle, WA 98111
www.secure.ngpvan.com/
GBGHbOllkUOfek4xb0qK8A2 

JANI HITCHEN 
FOR PIERCE COUNTY COUNCIL DISTRICT 6

Democrat Jani Hitchen is a former 
high school science teacher 
running to retain her seat on the 
Pierce County Council. Hitchen 
won her seat in 2020, flipping 
the Pierce County Council to 
Democratic control. Her opponent 

is Republican Loujanna “LJ” Rohrer, a Senior 
Legislative Assistant for the Washington State House 
of Representatives and the current school board 
member for the Steilacoom Historical School District. 
Rohrer currently holds a significant fundraising lead in 
the race. This is Hitchen’s first re-election campaign, 
and she performed worse than expected in the 
primary election.

Why

We have to defend this seat to maintain a Democratic 
majority on the Pierce County Council.

Fuse is organizing a substantial Independent 
Expenditure in Pierce County. Please 
contact Aaron Ostrom at 206-498-2620 or 
aaron@fusewashington.org if you are motivated to 
pitch in on our efforts.

FRIENDS OF JANI HITCHEN
PO Box 45457
Tacoma, WA 98448
www.secure.actblue.com/donate/
friends-of-jani-hitchen-1

11Fuse Washington  ·  Together for Progress

P
ro

g
re

ss
iv

e
 D

o
n

o
r 

G
u

id
e

 •
 2

0
2

4
 G

e
n

e
ra

l 
E

le
ct

io
n

https://secure.ngpvan.com/GBGHbOllkUOfek4xb0qK8A2
https://secure.ngpvan.com/GBGHbOllkUOfek4xb0qK8A2
mailto:aaron%40fusewashington.org?subject=
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/friends-of-jani-hitchen-1
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/friends-of-jani-hitchen-1


BATTLEGROUND  
STATES FUND  
Fuse has also organized a Battleground States 
Fund to help our donors maximize the impact and 
effectiveness of their contributions towards flipping 
the U.S. House, defending the Democratic majority 
in the Senate, and winning the presidency. We’ve 
built a strategically-focused list of the most effective 
investments that our donors can make towards 
achieving those goals. 

Please contact Serena Carmona-Hester 
(serena@fusewashington.org) or Aaron Ostrom 
(aaron@ fusewashington.org) if you want more 
information about great opportunities to impact the 
most important national battleground races.

mailto:serena%40fusewashington.org?subject=
mailto:aaron%40%20fusewashington.org?subject=


WHY TO GIVE
We believe there are six basic reasons to make campaign contributions:

SAVE THE COUNTRY
The rise of far right-wing extremism in this country is 
deeply sinister and concerning. MAGA Republicans 
and white supremacists are attacking democracy, 
rolling the clock backwards on women’s health 
and other issues, while promoting racism and 
violence. We run the risk of losing ground on all 
of our policy advances if far-right Republicans win, 
and with so much at stake in every one of these 
elections, every donation to support progressive 
candidates is a tangible and impactful way to 
fight back against rising MAGA extremism.

HELP GOOD PEOPLE WIN
We believe the top priority is to support 
good progressives in close races who 
need your contribution to win.

REWARD PROGRESSIVE LEADERSHIP
Good people who provide strong leadership 
and take political risks deserve our support. They 
generate enemies and opposition with good 
votes, and if we don’t support them it sends a 
powerful negative message to other legislators.

BUILD RELATIONSHIPS
Contributions can build personal political capital 
with your elected officials, making you a more 
effective lobbyist for progressive causes.

DEFEAT CONSERVATIVE LEADERS
Take out incumbents or challengers who 
are real obstacles to progress.

ACHIEVE OUR POLICY GOALS
Whether your goal is to strengthen laws that fight 
carbon pollution, create a more equitable tax system, 
or increase funding for education, investing in the 
races that build a governing majority aligned with your 
goals is the key to our success. We don’t recommend 
contributing more than a nominal amount to a non-
competitive race unless you are working to strengthen 
or maintain a relationship with the candidate.

HOW & WHEN TO GIVE
In person: We recommend making contributions 
at events or in person where you can make a 
personal connection with the candidate. This way, 
you can communicate your concerns and priorities 
to a candidate when you make a contribution.

By mail: If you can’t contribute in person, we 
recommend that you mail them a check with a note, 
telling them you are supporting them because they 
were recommended in the Fuse Progressive Donor 
Guide. Sending them a check eliminates the credit 
card company’s cut (which adds up) and allows you to 
add a message to your contribution.

Online: If you can’t donate in person or by check, 
donating online is a good option. 

Independent Expenditures: Most legislative races 
now have substantial independent efforts to bolster 
good candidates. Independent expenditures cannot 
be coordinated with the candidate, and are not 
subject to contribution limits. We are happy to 
provide insight and guidance about specific races and 
independent expenditures if you are interested.
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SAMPLE BUDGET

MUST GIVE

REP. MARIE GLUESENKAMP PEREZ
FOR CONGRESS 

DEFEND WASHINGTON
VOTE NO ON I-2109, I-2117, I-2124, AND I-2066

RYAN MELLO
FOR PIERCE COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

MOLLY MARSHALL
FOR SPOKANE COUNTY BOARD COMMISSIONER 

DISTRICT 5

MARIA BELTRAN
FOR STATE SENATE LD 14

DEFEND CD3 
INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE CAMPAIGN

STRONGLY RECOMMEND

JANET ST. CLAIR
FOR STATE SENATE LD 10

 ADISON RICHARDS
 FOR STATE HOUSE LD26

MARLA KEETHLER
FOR STATE SENATE LD 17

SAL MUNGIA
FOR STATE SUPREME COURT POS. 2

JANI HITCHEN
FOR PIERCE COUNTY COUNCIL DISCTRICT 6

TOTAL

$5,000

$1,000

$1,000

$350

$150

$300

$1,000

$300

$200

$300

$250

$150

$5,000

$10,000

$2,000

$2,000

$750

$300

$600

$2,000

$600

$400

$600

$500

$250

$10,000

Our recommendation levels are based on a sample budget and the level of 
contribution that is significant for a given type of race. Contribution limits are generally 
per election and are 50% lower after the primary election. For a state legislative 
or local race, they are now $1,200 per person ($2,400 for a married couple). For 
a Congressional race the limits are now $2,900 per person. If you have the ability 
to make larger contributions than the ones outlined in these budgets, please do 
so! We are happy to provide advice and recommendations for larger budgets.

Our sample budgets in the primary reserved half of your contribution budget 
for the general election. Full disclosure – these budgets are larger than the 
funds that we recommended reserving for the general in our sample budgets. 
They offer a relative prioritization of the races for a budget of any level.
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https://secure.anedot.com/defend-washington/donate
https://secure.anedot.com/defend-washington/donate
https://www.ryanmello.com/donate
https://www.ryanmello.com/donate
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/vote-molly-marshall-1
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/vote-molly-marshall-1
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/vote-molly-marshall-1
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/mariabeltran
https://fusewashington.actionkit.com/donate/togetherforprogress_2024/
https://fusewashington.actionkit.com/donate/togetherforprogress_2024/
https://secure.ngpvan.com/91wsYenG6kuRbV-UMZjy0A2
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/friends-of-adison-richards-2
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/friends-of-adison-richards-2
https://secure.ngpvan.com/WPYZ-7ZDDUWo3Vkhlk3Vvg2
https://secure.ngpvan.com/WPYZ-7ZDDUWo3Vkhlk3Vvg2
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/friends-of-jani-hitchen-1
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/friends-of-jani-hitchen-1
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/friends-of-jani-hitchen-1
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FUSE IS A STATE-
WIDE ADVOCACY 
ORGANIZATION 
DEDICATED TO A 
VISION OF SHARED 
AND SUSTAINABLE 
PROSPERITY, EQUITY, 
AND JUSTICE FOR  
ALL PEOPLE.
TOGETHER FOR 
PROGRESS.


